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Covington Adds 2 Partners To Growing Antitrust Practice 

By Aaron Vehling 

Law360, New York (April 30, 2014, 4:33 PM ET) -- Covington & Burling LLP has added two partners to its 
Brussels office in a bid to strengthen the global law firm’s European Union antitrust and competition 
practice, the firm announced Wednesday. 
 
Johan Ysewyn joins the firm after about three years as a partner at Clifford Chance LLP, and Peter 
Camesasca returns after two years of running his own practice. Both men have about 20 years of 
experience advising in a diverse range of sectors in various aspects of European antitrust law, such as in 
telecommunications and pharmaceutical companies and on issues like cartel, leniency and merger 
control, the firm said. 
 
Camesasca told Law360 Wednesday that he is happy to return to Covington at a time when increasingly 
global competition regulation means clients require an international firm with experience navigating 
that complex landscape. 

 
 
“Right now is the time to have a serious presence in Brussels more 
than ever before,” he said. 
 
Camesasca was with Covington from 2010 to 2012, joining the firm 
after seven years at Howrey LLP. He left Covington in 2012 to form his 
own firm that would specialize in helping Samsung, which along with 
Motorola was the target of the European Commission’s patent abuse 
litigation. He agreed to the owned-firm scenario for two years, after 
which he would again consider a partnership role at Covington, 
although he said his return was not certain. 
 
He said it was a “happy coincidence” that the EU decided to close its 

investigation into Samsung on the day those two years were up. 
 
Camesasca has been practicing antitrust law since 1996 and said his most notable case was another that 
involved Samsung. The EU was investigating the Korean tech giant for participation in a computer-
memory cartel with nine other chipmakers, a case that settled in 2010 with Samsung paying a $400 
million fine following an eight-year investigation. 
 
He said the settlement was the first ever the EU issued in a cartels case. 

mailto:customerservice@law360.com


 

 

 
“That created a new precedent. … Cartel settlements are a very specific system in Europe,” Camesasca 
said. “It was great working with the officials to get a good result for everyone.” 
 
Tim Hester, chair of Covington’s management committee, told Law360 Wednesday that the firm has 
been focusing for a long time on building up a premiere competition practice in its office in Europe’s 
capital city. 
 
“Johan and Peter are a very big step in that direction,” Hester said. 
“They are both exceptional lawyers and will strengthen our practice in 
ways that should broaden our capabilities to represent a wide range of 
our clients.” 
 
Hester said the firm’s expansion in Europe with the addition of 
Camesasca and Ysewyn, as well as its growing practice in China, 
complement its already strong American antitrust presence to better 
serve global clients. 
 
“Many of the hardest matters facing multinational corporations are 
not confined to one jurisdiction,” he said. 
 
Ysewyn earned his degree from Ghent University, one of the largest 
Flemish universities in Belgium. Camesasca studied at the University of Antwerp in Belgium and received 
his PhD from Rotterdam University in The Netherlands. 
 
Covington was founded in 1919 and has more than 800 lawyers in major cities in the United States, 
Europe and Asia. 
 
--Editing by Philip Shea. 
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