
CASE STUDY

Helped a  
European Media 

Company with an IP 
Dispute in China

Overview

We helped our client, a leading developer and licensor of television formats based in the 
Netherlands, protect its intellectual property rights in relation to one of the most watched 
television shows in the world by leading a multifaceted strategy in mainland China and Hong 
Kong SAR.

Continued

Problem

•	Our client licensed its TV show format, which has been one of the most popular programs around the world, to 
Chinese partners for production in mainland China. After the Chinese partners offered too low a price to continue 
their rights to produce the program for another season, our client declined to renew the license. 

•	The Chinese partners moved forward with recruiting, auditions, and production for an unauthorized further season 
regardless, and we pursued options to remedy the situation in our client’s favor.
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Co-chair of Covington’s International 
Arbitration practice, with experience in 
international commercial and investor-
state arbitration across a wide variety of 
jurisdictions.

	– Acted as lead counsel in HKIAC 
arbitration proceedings against the 
Chinese partner, and coordinated local 
counsel in HK injunction. proceedings in 
support of the arbitration.
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Has substantial experience in representing 
Chinese companies in high-stakes IP 
litigations before the U.S. ITC and U.S. district 
courts, and in coordinating counsel for 
complex multi-jurisdictional IP litigation. 

	– Coordinated multiple trademark 
infringement claims and IP litigation 
claims before various Chinese courts 
and tribunals to protect the client’s IP 
rights.



Results

•	Covington prevailed on liability in the HK arbitration proceedings, as well as winning multiple other proceedings 
across mainland China and Hong Kong SAR, facilitating a favorable resolution for our client.

Strategy

•	�Covington led a coordinated series of actions, including initiating Hong Kong arbitration proceedings and 
ancillary proceedings in the High Court of Hong Kong SAR, coupled with Chinese trademark infringement and 
unfair competition claims in Chinese courts and trademark invalidation procedures before the China Trademark 
Review and Adjudication Board, combined with diplomatic efforts to create a favorable political environment 
for the client, in order to defend our client’s IP in its television format.
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Former Assistant U.S. Trade Representative 
with more than three decades’ experience 
working China.

	– Met with diplomatic officials to address 
the political environment in which the 
dispute unfolded.


