
CASE STUDY

Led Efforts to  
Save a Chilean 

Project for a South 
Korean Company

Overview

We represent South Korea-based Hyundai Engineering & Construction Co. Ltd. in an ICC arbitration and 
related proceedings arising from a joint venture project to build the longest suspension bridge in South 
America. The matter spanned Chile, Brazil, France, and South Korea.

Problem

•	Hyundai and Brazilian engineering and construction firm OAS are 
joint venture partners for the construction of a 2,635 meter bridge 
over the expansive Chacao canal in Chile.

•	The project was jeopardized by the restructuring of OAS as a 
result of its involvement in the “Lava Jato” scandal in Brazil.
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•	The insolvency of OAS led to financing problems that 
jeopardized the project and the joint venture’s obligations to the 
Chilean Government. 

•	Hyundai was compelled to initiate an ICC arbitration against 
OAS and seek interim relief in the arbitration and Chilean court.

Results

•	The successful application for interim relief in France and Chile allowed us to negotiate a settlement that put 
Hyundai in control of the joint venture and allowed it to commence construction of the Chacao bridge, which is 
currently underway.

Strategy

•	We pursued a two-pronged legal strategy:
	– OAS’s insolvency led to the suspension of the joint venture’s financing. Our client needed to bring OAS to the 
negotiation table as a matter of priority.  

	– We commenced an ICC arbitration and sought relief from an ICC Emergency Arbitrator in Paris and the 
Chilean courts.


