
CELEBRATING THE AFRICAN UNION THEME OF THE YEAR
THROUGH INNOVATION AND PARTNERSHIPS

Part 1: 20 August 2024
Shaping Africa's Artificial Intelligence (AI) Future

Strategies for Inclusive and Collaborative National Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy Development

Part 2: 21-22 August 2024
Africa-European Union Tertiary Education International Partnerships for Innovation and Technology

“Celebrating the success of the AU Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators (ASTII) Programme”
(STISA2024, SDG4-9-17, AU-EU Innovation Agenda 2023-2032)

Venue & Time
African Union Headquarters (Addis-Ababa) – 20-22 August 2024



TIME ACTIVITY & RESPONSIBLE
MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2024 - ARRIVAL DAY

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 20

SHAPING AFRICA'S AI FUTURE: STRATEGIES FOR INCLUSIVE AND COLLABORATIVE
NATIONAL ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE POLICY DEVELOPMENT

8:20- 9:20 Registration | Networking

9:25 – 9:45

Moderator: Hon. Chukwuemeka Ujam Nina Jojer
Opening Remarks

● Hon. Dr Belete Molla |Minister of Innovation and Technology of Ethiopia
● H.E. Abou-Zeid |Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy of the African Union Commission

9:50 - 10:10
Keynote Speaker: Artificial Intelligence (AI) for Good in Africa
H.E. Ms Nardos Bekele-Thomas |CEO AUDA-NEPAD - An overview of the opportunities and challenges of applying AI for social good in
Africa, with examples from health, agriculture, education and governance.

10:15- 11:35

Presentation: The state of Africa’s digital policies and structures of AI Development
Prof. Olayinka David-West - Associate Dean Lagos Business School
Questions and Answers
Moderator: Hon. Chukwuemeka Ujam PhD mni, Managing Partner, Nina Jojer
[Ministerial] Panel 1: Advancing Unification of Digital Policies in Africa for Development
Panellists

● Dr. Belete Molla - Minister of Science and Innovation, Ethiopia
● Dr Bosun Tijani - Minister Of Communications, Innovation and Digital Economy Nigeria
● Honourable Mr Mmoba Solomon Malatsi, Minister of Communications and Digitial Technologies South Africa
● Hon. Ms. Ghita Mezzour, Ministry of Digital Transition and Administrative Reform Morocco
● Hon. Salima Mormorna Bah, Minister Communication, Technology  and Innovation Sierra Leone
● Hon. Nizar Ben Neji, Minister of Communication Technologies and Digital Transformation

11:35 - 12:00 Group Photo | Press Briefing | Health Break & Tea/Coffee

12:00 - 13:00

Moderator: Rob Floyd, ACET
Panel 2: Fostering Collaboration for AI Development
Panellists

● Amazouz Souhila, Senior Tech Policy Officer at African Union Commission
● Representative from Meta
● Rudradeb Mitra, Founder, Chairman, and CEO, Omdena Inc
● Amr Farouk Safwat, Manager of African Organizations, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, Egypt
● Representative from AfCFTA
● Representative from the US Government

13:00-1400 Lunch
14:00 - 15:00 Moderator: Amine Idriss Adoum, Senior Director for Infrastructure, Trade Industrialisation and regional integration, AUDA-NEPAD



Panel 3: Aligning Investment Strategies with AI Advancements for Africa's Digital Transformation
Panellists

● Lacina Kone, Director General and Chief Executive Officer of Smart Africa
● Mr. Symerre Grey-Johnson, Director of Human Capital & Institutional Development (HCID) at AUDA-NEPAD
● Robin Miller, Founding Partner Axum
● Mosa Mkhize, Policy Advisor and Chair of Public Policy and Government Affairs Practice (Africa) Covington & Burling
● Dr Bunmi Ajala, DG National Centre for AI and Robotics/ Special Adviser to the Minister Of Communications, Innovation and Digital

Economy Nigeria
● Chido Munyati, Head of Africa at World Economic Forum

15:00 - 16:00 Moderator: Scott Timcke (PhD) | Senior Research Associate: Research ICT Africa, Centre for Social Change, University of Johannesburg
Panel 4: Inclusive AI for Africa’s Diverse Population
Panellists

● Akua K. Gyekye Government Affairs Director – Africa, Corporate, External and Legal Affairs (CELA), Africa Transformation Office,
Microsoft

● Representative from Meta
● Rose Mosero, Deputy Data Commissioner, Office of Data Protection Commission
● Prof Admire Mare, Associate Professor: Department of Communication and Media, University of Johannesburg
● Mohamed Zoghlami, Vice President Agence Francophone et Africaine de l'Intelligence Artificielle

16:00-16:10 Health Break & Tea/Coffee | Workshops in breakaway sessions
WORKSHOPS

16:15 - 17:00
Workshop A: AI 4 Development Policy Network Session 
Facilitators: Barbara Glover, AUDA-NEPAD & Loise Ochanda,
IDRC
Partners: IDRC/FCDO

Workshop B: Collaborations between Academia and
Industry to foster Innovation
Facilitators: Prof. Olayinka David-West - Associate Dean Lagos
Business School  
Partner: AUDA-NEPAD

17:00 – 17:30 Plenary | Recap and Next steps
Closing remarks on the Artificial Intelligence Segment: NINA JOJER | AUDA-NEPAD | AUC

17h30-19:00 Reception Mingle at AUC to welcome new delegates travelling to Ethiopia.



EDUCATION & STI NEXUS: ENERGIZE AFRICA | STEM | AU-EU INNOVATION AGENDA & G20 | ASTII
PROGRAMME LEGACY

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 21

FROM BEST-PRACTICE TO BEST-FIT: INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP, INNOVATION &
EDUCATION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

07h30-08:30
Transport to venue from hotel(s) (Facilitation: AUDA-NEPAD)

Registration | Networking (Facilitation: AUDA-NEPAD)

09:00-10:45

Moderators
● H.E Ms. Jainaba Jagne, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the AU & UNECA, Embassy of the Rep. of Gambia
● Mr Symerre Grey-Johnson, Director Human Capital and Institutional Development (HCID), AUDA-NEPAD
Thematic-based Opening remarks – Reflecting on the AU Theme of the Year: Educate an African fit for the 21st Century
● Title to be announced by H.E. Hans Henric Lundquist, Ambassador of Sweden in Addis-Ababa
● The AU-EU Innovation Agenda (2023-2032): European Commission Representative
● The AU Theme of the Year: Aligning the Education Strategy (CESA) to the STI Strategy (STISA) for an accelerated African industrialisation

through AfCFTA: H.E. Prof. Mohammed Belhocine | AUC-ESTI Commissioner
● Energizing Africa’s Innovation Ecosystem for an agile private and public sector: H.E. Ms Nardos Bekele-Thomas | AUDA-NEPAD CEO
● From an Ethiopia dream to reality: Linking Innovation to Energy (GERD) for an accelerated industrialisation of Ethiopia: H.E. Dr Abiy

Ahmed Ali, Ethiopian Prime Minister | Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
● Grant Award Ceremony (EUR 12,518,550): EU-KFW-BMZ/Skills Initiative for Africa Finance Facility (SIFA) for 21 Innovative

Private-Public-TVET grantees
● Showing of ASTII Promo and impact videos with key ASTII Senior Resource Persons and Alumni
Keynote /Masterclass: The role of Education and STI Towards achieving the middle-income status
Transformation, Innovation and Resilience for Sustainable Development and Excellence in Sciences
- Prof. Martin Andersson, Coordinator of the ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate Programme, Department of Economic History, Lund

University
- Keynote Moderator: Dr. Ann Kingiri, Director Science, Technology & Innovation, Policy and development, African Centre for Technology

Studies (ACTS)
10:45-11h15 Group Photo | Health break & Tea/Coffee
11:15-13:00 Moderator: Prof. Saidou Madougo, Director, AUC Education, Science, Technology and Innovation (ESTI) & Prof. Williams Owolabi

Siyanbola, Research Professor & Former DG/CEO & ASTII Coordinator, NACETEM | Centre for Energy Research and Development, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Osun State, Nigeria
Plenary discussion moderated by Lund University & ASTII Alumni
● The Status of STI Measurement in Africa. Dr Vroh Irie Bi, acting Executive Director, AU Observatory of Science, Technology and Innovation

(AOSTI), Equatorial Guinea (Malabo)



● The Status of Science Excellence for sustainable: The role of the African Academy of Sciences, Prof. Lise Korsten, President of the African
Academy of Sciences (AAS)

● Discussions and update from the ASTII Alumni
13:00 Lunch

14:30-17:15 Showcasing the success of ASTII

14:30-15:15 Leveraging Agricultural Innovation for Industrial Transformation and Economic Resilience by:
● ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate alumnus: Dr. Adedamola David Adeyeye, Deputy Director, NACETEM

Moderated by:
● Mr. Lukovi Seke, Project Leader of ASTII Programme, STI Unit, Office of the CEO, AUDA-NEPAD
● Ms. Linn Ternsjö, Teacher on the ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate Programme, Lund University

15:15-15:30 Health break & Tea/Coffee
15:30-16:15 Reconfiguring and aligning Zimbabwe’s STI Policy with the Industrial Development Policy for sustainable innovation-led

industrialisation by:
● ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate alumnus: Mr. Courage Mpofu, Programme Officer, Zim Evidence Informed Policy Network.

Moderated by:
● Dr. Vroh Irie Bi, acting Executive Director, AU Observatory of Science, Technology and Innovation (AOSTI), Equatorial Guinea

(Malabo).
● Ms. Linn Ternsjö, Teacher on the ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate Programme, Lund University.

16:30-17:15 Higher Education agility lens for economic resilience in Uganda by:
● ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate alumnus: Dr. Faith Mugisha Ahabyoona, Dean and Senior Lecturer, Cavendish University.

Moderated by:
● Prof. Williams Owolabi Siyanbola, Research Professor & Former DG/CEO & ASTII Coordinator, NACETEM
● Ms. Linn Ternsjö, Teacher on the ASTII Commissioned Postgraduate Programme, Lund University

19:00 JOINT DINNER (Facilitation AUDA-NEPAD)
Transport to hotel(s) from venue (Facilitation AUDA-NEPAD)



THURSDAY
AUGUST 22 TVET, AU-EU INNOVATION AGENDA, COUNTING DOWN OF SDGs (ASTII PHASE 5: 2026-2030)

07h30-08:30
Transport to venue from hotel(s) (Facilitated by AUDA-NEPAD)
Registration | Networking

09:00-11:00 Moderators: AU/G20 Research and Innovation Working Group & AU-EU Innovation Agenda co-chairs
● Lukovi Seke, STI Unit/CEO’s Office, AUDA-NEPAD
● Meshack Kinyua - Space Applications Training Officer, AUC-ESTI

Keynote 1: Transformation and Resilience in times of change
● Prof. Tobias Axelsson, Senior lecturer, Researcher, Department of Economic History, Lund University.

Keynote 2: Measuring Systems of Innovation in Africa by:
● Prof. Mario Scerri, Founder of the UNESCO Chair in African Integration and Innovation, TUT.

● Prof. Sylvia Schwaag Serger, Department of Economic History
● Prof. Mario Scerri (Founder of the UNESCO Chair in African Integration and Innovation, TUT)

● Empowering the Youth with the 21st Century skills through STEM: Policy perspectives (CESA, Pan-African Youth Charter, TVET, etc.) Ms.
Sophia Ashipala - Head of Education Division, AUC-ESTI

● Youth Empowerment in STEM: Towards a collaboration for Satellite development with African Girl Ambassadors, Dr. Srimathy Kesan,
Founder, CEO -Space Kidz India, Women in STEM

● AU-EU Innovation Agenda (2023-2032) and SDG 9 (Agenda 2030): Tracking the performance of a joint and collaborative 10-year agenda for
innovation, Dr Vincenzo LORUSSO Policy Officer, European Commission & Lukovi Seke, ASTII Programme, STI Unit, AUDA-NEPAD

● Strengthening the Europe-Africa Digital Ecosystem Through Increased R&I Cooperation by Mr. Gideon Brefo, Chief Executive Officer,
HapaSpace Collaborative Hub, and Ms. Isabella Tetteh Ahinakwa, Assistant Project Officer, Dissemination (SEADE) & Assistant TV
Manager, AAU TV from the Association of African Universities.

● Discussions
11:00-11:30 Health Break & Tea/Coffee

11:30-12:45

Identifying pillars of ASTII Phase 5 “Africa - Nordic Countries collaboration): Counting down the SDGs (Agenda 2030) (Q1.2026-Q4.2030):
Breakout Session #1
1. Round-table discussions
Facilitation: Education (Symerre
Grey-Johnson)

Breakout Session #1
2. How can the private sector move STI
forward? Facilitation: (Rep. from business)

Breakout Session #3
3. Partnerships & dynamic engagement
Lund University

13:00-14:00 Lunch
14:00-15:00 Next steps in moving STI in Africa forward - ASTII Phase 5 | Conclusions/Suggestions from the breakout sessions, AUDA-NEPAD
15:30-16:00 Closing session with Launch of Executive Programme

Lund University | AUDA-NEPAD, H.E. Mrs. Nardos Bekele-Thomas | AUC-ESTI, H.E. Prof. Mohamed Belhocine



Transport to hotel(s) from venue (facilitation by AUDA-NEPAD)
FRIDAY,
AUGUST 23 DEPARTURE DAY

Airport shuttle (facilitation by AUDA-NEPAD)


